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KABUL, Afghanistan — Seven 
U.S. soldiers were wounded Sunday 
when an insurgent threw a grenade 
into their base in the northeastern 
province of Kunduz, local offi  cials said.
Th e att ack took place during a 
protest in the Imam Sahib district 
against the burning last week of cop-
ies of the Qu ran and other religious 
material by U.S. military personnel at 
Bagram Air Base, north of Kabul.
Th e burnings triggered a 
weeklong series of demonstrations 
across Afghanistan. At least 28 people 
were killed and more than 100 were 
injured in clashes between protesters 
and Afghan security forces.
Sunday’s att ack took place af-
ter a large crowd att acked a police 
station, throwing stones at offi  cers 
before marching on the U.S. base, said 
Samiullah Qatra, the police chief of 
Kunduz. Qatra said a Taliban insur-
gent in the crowd threw the grenade 
that injured the seven Americans, 
whom he described as trainers.
Sayed Sarwar Hussaini, the 
police spokesman for Kunduz province, 
said the injured U.S. personnel were 
special forces soldiers training 
Afghan local police.
Brig. Gen. Carsten Jacobson, a 
spokesman for the U.S.-led NATO 
forces in Afghanistan, confi rmed 
there was an explosion outside an 
International Security Assistance 
Force base in northern Afghanistan. 
He refused to say if there had been 
casualties.
On Saturday, two American offi  -
cers were shot dead inside an Afghan 
Interior Ministry compound in 
Kabul. U.S. Marine Gen. John R. Al-
len, the commander of NATO forces in 
Afghanistan, ordered ISAF personnel 
removed from government ministries 
in and around the capital.
Th e killings have renewed concern 
in the U.S.-led coalition about the 
reliability of Afghan security forces, 
which will assume control of Afghan-
istan when coalition combat troops 
leave by the end of 2014.
Th ey follow other similar incidents, 
including the killing of four French 
soldiers in Kapisa province last month, 
which prompted France to announce its 
combat forces would leave Afghanistan 
by the end of 2013, a year earlier than 
scheduled.
Th e U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan, 
Ryan Crocker, told CNN on Sunday that 
the killing of the two American offi  cers 
was “a terrible event,” but he said the 
U.S. remained “committ ed to a partner-
ship with the Afghan government and 
people as we seek to achieve our shared 
goal of disrupting, dismantling and 
defeating al Qaida and strengthening 
the Afghan state.”
Th e violence aft er the Qu ran 
burnings and the increased mistrust 
between international forces and the Af-
ghan population they are here to defend 
has also raised questions about the viabil-
ity of the U.S.-led mission in Afghanistan.
David Galan, a senior communi-
cation studies major, said he has had 
a hard time adjusting to life as a fi rst 
generation student.
“My mom had not completed 
anything beyond third grade and my 
dad, I think, was sixth,” Galan said.
Research shows that fi rst generation 
students have a challenging time grad-
uating college due to fanatical stress, 
lack of resources and support systems.
Galan said counseling services 
at SJSU are aware of the challenges 
fi rst generation students face and 
try to help those in need by host-
ing a fi rst generation family night, 
which he att ended.
Galan said his road to academic 
success serves as an inspiration to 
many other fi rst generation students.
Aft er graduating high school with a 
1.7 GPA, Galan said he lacked the drive 
necessary to pursuit a college degree.
He credits his mother for motivat-
ing him to be the fi rst on in his family 
to complete college.
According to the National Academic 
Advising Association, a fi rst generation 
student is someone whose parents or 
guardian did not complete college.
“Nationally there are achievement 
gaps between fi rst generation college 
students and their counterparts, there 
is a high percentage of fi rst genera-
tion college student here,” said Jennifer 
Morazes, an educational counselor. “Th e 
exact number is not known.”
According to the National Center 
for Educational Statistics, the con-
nection fi rst generation students 
have with their families are especially 
important in building their confi dence 
for success.
“I’m grateful for my mom, but 
there came a certain point when she 
couldn’t help me with everything and 
I had to struggle on my own,” Galan 
said.
Although Galan said his parents 
helped him as much as they could, 
he still struggled tremendously with
fi nding his way through college.
“I had no real person to look up to, 
no guide, I had no idea you could do 
this or that in college,” Galan said.
Bridging the academic gap for first generation college students
David Galan, with his father Roberto Galan and his mother Dolores Galan, enjoy a 
Saturday morning at home watching soccer and having a breakfast of eggs and 
chorizo. Usually, David spends his time at the library studying on the weekends, 
but enjoys his mornings with his family. David is a first generation college student 
at SJSU. Photo by Sierra Duren / Spartan DailySEE ACADEMIC PAGE 2
by Angelisa Ross
Staff Writer
Students who have learned 
Desire2Learn (D2L) over the past 
three years may have to learn 
a new learning management 
system next fall.
In the Academic Senate 
meeting on Feb. 13, Provost 
Ellen Junn announced that SJSU 
may be moving to a new system, 
called Moodle, aft er the spring 
semester.
Learning management sys-
tems (LMS) are online learn-
ing platforms used by faculty 
to help facilitate and organize 
classes and lectures.
Since eCampus began almost 
15 years ago, SJSU has used 
a total of fi ve online systems, 
according to Mark Adams, 
lead instructional developer of 
SJSU’s eCampus.
“I like (D2L) just cause you’re 
able to message students, to 
…   prett y much your whole 
roster,” said Ariel Jimenez, a 
junior psychology and sociol-
ogy double major. “Your teacher 
sends you messages, you go to 
content and you have everything 
for the whole semester.” 
SJSU has a three-year 
contract with D2L that expires 
on June 30 this year, Junn said.
Some SJSU students and 
faculty welcome the change 
with open arms.
by Ashley Finden
Senior Staff Writer
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First generation students are 
less likely to earn a bachelor’s 
degree than students with col-
lege-educated parents, accord-
ing to a descriptive analysis 
report conducted by National 
Center for Education Statistics.
Galan said he spent six years 
at DeAnza Community College 
trying to fi gure out a major that 
best suited his personality.
Aft er transferring to SJSU, 
Galan said he quickly be-
came familiar with counseling 
services.
On Wednesday, counseling 
services hosted an event to help 
bridge the gap between fi rst 
generation students and their 
families.
“First Generation Family 
Night” was the event hosted by 
Carolina Jimenez, a Ph.D. post-
doctoral resident.
During the event, Jimenez 
led discussions and gave a pre-
sentation titled, “Bills, Books 
and Bridges.”
Th e presentation addressed 
three diff erent elements that 
may stress a fi rst generation 
student — fi nancial stress, aca-
demics concerns and social 
lives.
Th e fi rst program was de-
signed for students to help 
them feel supported and in-
formed.
Senior sociology major 
Natasha Bradley said she ex-
perienced hardships upon be-
ginning college as a fi rst gen-
eration student.
“Someone told me that you 
didn’t actually have to go to 
class,” Bradley said.
Aft er Bradley’s fi rst year at 
SJSU, she did not return for her 
second.
Instead of becoming dis-
couraged and quitt ing her col-
lege career, she said she boost-
ed her grades at Saddleback 
College in Mission Viejo, Calif. 
and returned to SJSU for her 
third year.
In order to survive through 
college, Galan said he sought 
out resources on his own by the 
help of supportive professors.
Galan said he remains ac-
tive on campus during his 
graduating year by participat-
ing in events such as these as 
well as being a mental health 
ambassador.
According to the detailed 
analysis conducted by National 
Center for Education Statis-
tics, fi rst generation students 
are more likely to leave college 
without a degree than their 
peers who have parents who 
graduated from college.
Bradley said many of her 
peers who are fi rst generation 
students did not complete col-
lege with her.
“Very few of the people 
I started with are still here,” 
Bradley said.
Bradley originally moved 
from Southern California and 
said her hardest challenges 
have been applying for fi nan-
cial aid and the knowledge bar-
rier that college created with 
her family.
One of the challenges Brad-
ley said she faced aft er att end-
ing college was an academic 
barrier between her family.
Bradley said she had a hard 
time talking about controver-
sial issues that she found inter-
esting with her family because 
they were not open to learning 
about the topics.
“My relationship with my 
family wasn’t as strong as it 
used to be,” Bradley said.
Bradley mentioned an in-
cident when she discussed the 
background of the woman em-
powerment movement with her 
grandmother, who remained 
uninterested throughout the 
conversation.
Although she said she has 
become discouraged in talking 
about certain issues with her 
family, Bradley said she wants 
to continue her education in 
graduate school to study analy-
sis of biracial identities.
Crocker agreed the situation 
in Afghanistan was diffi  cult. 
“But this is not the time to decide 
we’re done here,” he said. “We’ve 
got to redouble our eff orts.”
He defended the decision to 
withdraw all ISAF military ad-
visers from Afghan government 
ministries — seen by some as 
further evidence of a breakdown 
in trust between coalition forces 
and their Afghan counterparts — 
as a prudent step.
“Tensions are running very 
high here, and I think that 
we need to let things calm 
down, return to a more normal 
atmosphere, and then get on with 
business,” Crocker said.
Details about the killing of the 
American offi  cers have yet to be 
confi rmed. An Afghan Interior 
Ministry statement said Sunday 
that the suspect was a ministry 
employee who was on the run, 
while the Taliban on Saturday 
claimed responsibility for the 
att ack.
ISAF spokesman Jacob-
son said it was too early to say 
whether the killings at the Inte-
rior Ministry were linked to the 
burning of Qu rans at Bagram. 
He said ISAF was still awaiting 
information about the att acker’s 
identity and motive, and how the 
shooter had gained entry to such 
a high-security area.
President Hamid Karzai on 
Sunday renewed his call for 
Afghans protesting the Qu ran 
burnings to avoid violence 
and await the results of an 
investigation he has ordered.
“Th e Afghan government is 
discussing with American authori-
ties the trial and punishment of the 
perpetrators,” Karzai said.
ACADEMIC: College-educated parents a plus
“I hate D2L,” communication 
studies lecturer Ted Coopman 
said. “I’ve used WebCT, two 
versions of (WebCT), a couple 
diff erent versions of Blackboard 
and I’ve used D2L, and out of 
all of those, D2L is the least 
functional.”
Th ere are 1,862 SJSU faculty 
members, yet only 799 use D2L, 
Junn said in the provost forum 
on Feb. 15.
Coopman said there isn’t tech 
support for D2L and that he uses 
it at a minimum, resourcing Wiki 
instead.
Mark Adams stated in an 
e-mail that if SJSU went to 
Moodle, it would be the fourth 
learning management system in 
the past six years and added that 
none of the systems are without 
bugs or limitations.
He said each system has 
the potential to be eff ective in 
helping SJSU achieve the core 
mission of increasing access to 
teaching and learning excellence.
Adeline Leung, sophomore 
chemical engineering major, 
thinks D2L is a decent program 
that can sometimes be confusing.
“It’s alright with me,” said 
Leung in regards to switching to 
Moodle. “But I don’t really want 
to learn a new system.”
Junior kinesiology major 
Abraham Benea, however, sup-
ports D2L and is wary of SJSU 
changing to a new system.
“To be honest, I don’t really 
like to …   have to transition to a 
diff erent system cause I’m prett y 
used to D2L already,” Benea said. 
“But if it is a more convenient 
system then I’m willing to …  
adapt or adjust.”
Jan English-Lueck, associate 
dean of the College of Social Sci-
ences and current D2L user, sup-
ports the switch but understands 
why some faculty don’t want to 
learn a new system either.
She describes moving to a 
diff erent management system as 
reinventing a system in which 
teachers took years to create 
their individual courses.
“It’s a workload issue,” 
English-Lueck said.  “It takes a 
year or two teaching a class a 
couple of times before you real-
ize how the (learning manage-
ment system) can support your 
class.”
English-Lueck has experience 
using D2L and Moodle, and said 
that both systems off er diff erent 
possibilities.
“One is you’re buying the 
whole package (D2L),” she said, 
“whereas the other demands a 
litt le bit more creativity and in-
teractivity from the user.
So our campus would have to 
modify Moodle to work with our 
system.”
Jimenez said he is a fan of 
D2L.
When Jimenez fi rst came to 
SJSU, he said he was using Black-
board and then the university 
switched to D2L.
“I just think we just got to 
fi nd, like, one solid solution and 
kinda stick to it and just prett y 
much adjust to it in terms of 
technology,” Jimenez said.
A fiscal look at D2L
According to Provost Junn, 
SJSU’s contract with D2L cost 
$361,198.31 each year, while 
Fresno State spends about 
$75,000 on Moodle.
“(Th e price) varies from insti-
tution to institution,” Junn said. 
“Th e more students you have, 
the more (the learning manage-
ment system’s) charge.”
Junn said the question is if 
SJSU can aff ord to continue to 
pay an annual subscription fee 
to a proprietary vendor — com-
panies that sell their learning 
management system.
In order to answer that 
question, she has created an 
Academic Technology Advisory 
Task Force, which is a volun-
teer group at SJSU that compiles 
information about pricing and 
features for the various learning 
management systems.
In his e-mail, Adams from 
eCampus explained that the li-
cense cost of D2L sounds like a 
lot of money, but with more than 
20,000 users at SJSU, it calculates 
out to be less than $18 per user 
per year.
He said the amount of 
money for each user is not even 
one percent of the cost for one 
year of tuition.
Jeanine Pfeiff er, a humani-
ties and environmental studies 
lecturer stated in an e-mail that 
since she has been teaching on-
line, SJSU has switched soft ware 
about once every two years.
Pfeiff er said each time the 
university switched systems, in-
structors were entirely respon-
sible for fi nding time to train 
themselves and move every 
course item to the new system.
She explained how teachers 
have to fi gure out what will and 
will not work, because the new 
system isn’t confi gured the same 
as the current one, and then help 
students fi gure out the new soft -
ware.
Pfeiff er said that if D2L 
switches to Moodle, she will 
have to add in extra time and 
work into her schedule with no 
added compensation.
Anthropology lecturer Jen-
nifer Anderson said she looks at 
how learning management sys-
tem’s are used at SJSU in the big 
picture.
“SJSU’s not going to get in-
structors, particularly lecturers, 
to teach online, unless they pay 
them to develop the course,” An-
derson said.
She said SJSU professors are 
paid the same for teaching an 
online class as they are for an on-
campus course, even though on-
line courses are more complex.
“A short-term savings of 
$300,000 is insignifi cant weighed 
against a revolutionary change 
in the way information is 
conveyed and the manner in 
which students are taught to 
think about it,” Anderson stated 
in an e-mail.
Junn said she knows that a 
learning management system is 
not simple to learn and hopes 
to provide faculty with ample 
time and a type of incentive if 
there is a switch.
“If we can save money by 
moving to another system, and 
then make that money that 
becomes available free to invest 
back in the faculty to help them 
learn new things, then that 
would be something diff erent 
and new,” Junn said.
She explained she is aware 
how in the past faculty were 
not awarded or given an 
incentive to re-learn a new 
learning management system 
at SJSU, so she hopes to invest 
back into the faculty.
When will the decision be made
“Anytime a campus switch-
es, it cannot be done like 
switching a light,” Junn said.
Her goal is for the task force 
to deliberate and have all of the 
information and data complet-
ed by the end of April or begin-
ning of May in order to make a 
decision and an announcement.
“It takes at least a year to 
convert everything over,” Junn 
said. “Because you have to give 
ample time for the faculty to 
start gett ing training.”
Until the fi nal decision is 
made later in the spring, it 
has yet to be confi rmed that 
SJSU will offi  cially switch to a 
diff erent learning management 
system.
“In this case I would 
help the campus to make a 
reason and sound judgment in 
terms of weighing all the facts 
including the money issue,” 
Junn said.
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Anti-American protesters gathered on Friday in central Kabul, near 
the Afghan presidential palace, on the fourth day of demonstrations 
against the burning of Qurans at a U.S. base. Photo courtesy of Ali 
Safi / MCT
CHANGEOVER: New learning management system on its way
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WHAT LMS ARE 
USED BY CSU'S:
OVERVIEW
 - Blackboard
Bakersfield, Channel Islands, 
Chico, Dominguez Hills, East Bay, 
Fresno, Pomona, Sacramento, San 
Bernardino, San Diego, Stanislaus
 - Moodle
Fullerton, Humboldt, Maritime, 
Monterey Bay, Northridge, San 
Francisco, San Luis Obispo, San 
Marcos, Sonoma
 - Desire2Learn       
Long Beach, San Jose
 - SJSU’s past learning 
management systems: 
Convene (now defunct)
 eWeb Univesity (now defunct)
 
WebCT (bought by Blackboard)
 
Blackboard (Angel for School 
of Library and Information 
Systems)
Dressing for Success
YES NO
On Wednesday, the Career Center presented a live interview dem-
onstration and fashion show in which examples of appropriate and 
inappropriate outfits that could be worn for a job interview were 
modeled. The Spartan Daily incorrectly identified the photo on the 
right as an example of what you should wear for a job interview 
because of an unclear cutline placed below the photo. The photo on 
the left and center accurately depicts suitable outfits modeled 
during the fashion show. The Spartan Daily regrets this error.
YES 
CORRECTION
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In a three-game series 
against the UC Santa Barbara 
Gauchos at Municipal Stadium, 
the SJSU men’s baseball team 
was defeated in all three, end-
ing with a 5-2 loss on Sunday.
Friday’s game had the 
Gauchos conquering the 
Spartans with the score of 3-1.
In the second game on Sat-
urday, the Gauchos triumphed 
over SJSU once again with the 
score of 3-2.
Sunday’s game started off 
with a base hit from SJSU fresh-
man outfi elder Andre Mercurio 
in the fi rst inning.
However, the fi rst three 
innings for SJSU yielded no 
runs, in contrast to UC Santa 
Barbara, who scored two runs 
in the third inning.
Th ings started to pick up in 
the top of the fi ft h inning with 
SJSU junior outfi elder Michael 
Gerlach catching a fl y ball, 
which caused Gerlach to crash 
against the wall.
Senior right-handed pitch-
er Esteban Guzman of SJSU 
replaced starting junior left -
handed pitcher David Wayne 
Russo in the fi ft h inning.
Th e Gauchos scored another 
point in the top of the sixth in-
ning from second baseman 
Peter Maris.
During the bott om of the 
sixth inning, SJSU junior out-
fi elder Andrew Rodriguez 
scored the fi rst run for SJSU by 
hitt ing the ball toward center 
fi eld.
Th e bases were loaded with 
the Spartans’ sophomore in-
fi elder Jacob Valdez on fi rst, 
sophomore infi elder/outfi elder 
Matt  Lopez on second and 
sophomore infi elder Caleb 
Natov on third.
A hit from Gerlach secured 
the second run for the Spartans 
from Natov, which made the 
score 3-2.
Th e seventh and eighth in-
nings had no runs for both 
teams, but the ninth inning 
proved to be the breaking point 
between the Spartans and the 
Gauchos.
Two runs were scored by 
the Gauchos, which were con-
tributed by Lance Roenicke and 
Joe Wallace.
SJSU started its half of the 
ninth off  with two hits, bring-
ing its total to seven on the 
day. A fi elder’s choice loaded 
the bases and with one out left , 
Mercurio came to the plate.
Mercurio hit a pitch down 
the right fi eld line but into the 
glove of Gauchos’ fi rst base-
man Marc Venning, allowing 
him to step on fi rst base, turn-
ing a double play to end the 
game.
In spite of the defeat, 
Rodriguez said he believed 
that the team’s eff orts to se-
cure the runs helped them 
progress.
“We were just sticking to 
our approach to hitt ing right 
in the middle,” Rodriguez said.
Guzman noted that the 
pitches were served in a fair 
manner for the other players.
“We pitch our fastball and 
hope they can get themselves 
out,” Guzman said. “We don’t 
pitch around the hitt ers.”
In regards to the three-
game series with UC Santa 
Barbara, SJSU head coach San 
Piraro praised the team’s ef-
forts despite one error on the 
Sunday.
“Th at was our only error 
of the weekend,” Piraro said. 
“So defensively, I thought we 
played very well.”
In terms of improvements, 
Piraro noted that there were 
things the team should work 
on before the next game.
“We’re looking to speed 
our bats up,” Piraro said. “We 
will continue to work on our 
interior game, which is our 
bunting and things like that.”
Th e next game for the 
Spartans will be played against 
St. Mary’s on Tuesday in 
addition to a three-game series 
against Santa Clara University 
at 6 p.m. beginning Friday at 
Stephen Schlott  Stadium.
For the fi rst time in school 
history, SJSU won the West-
ern Athletic Conference 
women’s swimming and div-
ing championship at the Palo 
Alto College Aquatic Center 
on Saturday.
SJSU accumulated a team 
score of 728, followed by 
Northern Arizona with 622 
and Hawaii with 524.
Upon winning its fi rst 
conference championship, 
SJSU women’s swimming 
and diving head coach Sage 
Hopkins was awarded the WAC 
Coach of the Year.
SJSU junior swimmer Marisa 
DeWames was named confer-
ence Swimmer of the Year.
Over the course of the 
event, SJSU set 10 school 
records.
DeWames set a school 
record in the 100-yard free-
style with a time of 49.05 sec-
onds.
SJSU divers, junior Amy 
Kilby and junior Jessica 
Holden, both surpassed the 
school’s fi ve-dive platform re-
cord with scores of 241.05 and 
214.75 respectively.
SJSU senior Kirsten 
Trammell set the school 
record in the 200-yard 
breaststroke with a time of 
two minutes and 12.48 sec-
onds.
Th e SJSU 400-yard free-
style relay team, consist-
ing of teammates DeWames, 
senior Meghan McCurley, 
junior Kiley Foster and 
sophomore Erika Harvey, set 
a school record in the event 
with a time of three minutes 
and 18.88 seconds.
Th e Spartans’ team beat 
second place New Mexico 
State by nearly fi ve seconds.
Information compiled from 
SJSU Athletics. 
Women’s swimming and diving wins WAC title
Team sets 10 school records, head coach and swimmer recognized by conference
Staff Report
SJSU senior guard Sara Plavljanin fights her way to the basket during Saturday’s basketball game 
against the Fresno State Bulldogs at the Event Center. The Spartans handed the Bulldogs their first 
conference loss in the final SJSU home game of the season. Photo by Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily 
Th e SJSU’s women’s bas-
ketball team celebrated Senior 
Night and handed the Fresno 
State Bulldogs their fi rst con-
ference loss with a 62-61 win 
on Saturday night.
Th is was the fi rst time the 
Spartans have defeated the 
Bulldogs since the 2002-2003 
season.
“I’ve been here for four 
years and it’s a great feeling,” 
said senior center Myesha 
Broaden. “We all decided that 
it’s our last time playing on 
our home court and we want-
ed to put on a good show. We 
came out beating Fresno and 
it’s just amazing.”
Prior to the game, Broad-
en and seniors Sara Plavl-
janin, Britt any Johnson, Pa-
lagi Atoe and Monique Coble 
were honored for competing 
in their fi nal game at the 
Event Center.
“Th is is something we are 
going to remember for the rest 
of our lives,” Plavljanin said. 
“Th is is a good way to close 
out the last time in the gym.”
Placed at the number one 
spot in the Western Athletic 
Conference (WAC), the Bull-
dogs had the Spartans on their 
toes with their quick perime-
ter ball movement, but weren’t 
able to convert open shots.
Th e Spartans were able to 
hold the Bulldogs to 31 per-
cent shooting.
“I’m a shooter, so I kind of 
knew what they were think-
ing,” Plavljanin said. “I knew 
they were going to drive and 
pass it out so I was just focus-
ing on that.”
Th e Spartans shot 38 per-
cent from behind the arc, led 
by Plavljanin hitt ing 3 of her 7 
3-point att empts.
Th e game was neck-in-neck 
throughout, despite Fresno’s 
poor shooting against SJSU’s 
higher accuracy.
Fresno was down until the 
fi nal seconds in the fi rst half 
when the team knocked down 
back-to-back three-pointers, 
with Fresno’s sophomore 
guard Taylor Th ompson hitt ing 
one at the buzzer to bring them 
up by one over the Spartans.
Plagued by turnovers and 
missed lay-ups in the fi rst half, 
the Spartans picked it up in 
the second half aft er a 8-0 run 
in the fi rst two minutes led by 
Plavljanin, Atoe and Johnson.
Johnson, who leads the 
WAC in scoring, ended the 
night with a double-double of 
12 points and 11 rebounds.
She made six of 11 shots, 
scoring 10 of her points in the 
second half.
“We did the same game 
plan,” Johnson said when 
asked about going against the 
Bulldogs interior defense. “We 
swung the ball and when open 
opportunities came. I took ad-
vantage of it.”
Th e Spartans dominat-
ed the paint in the second 
half behind Johnson, Atoe 
and freshman guard Ta’Rea 
Cunnigan, who went coast-to-
coast twice and banked in two 
easy lay-ups.
Cunnigan ended the night 
with 12 points, six assists and 
six rebounds.
Th e freshman guard is 
ranked as the WAC’s eighth-
leading scorer, averaging 13.6 
points a game, and was key 
in breaking the Bulldog’s full-
court press along with Atoe.
“We just stayed composed,” 
Atoe said. “We knew that we 
couldn’t be all sporadic, so we 
decided just to keep calm and 
get the ball.”
In the last matchup against 
the Bulldogs, the Spartans lost 
51-17 and allowed four play-
ers to score in double fi gures, 
including sophomore trans-
fer Ki-Ki Moore and senior 
Veronica Wilson.
Moore, who transferred 
to Fresno from Washington 
State, is second behind John-
son in WAC scoring, but was 
held to only six points the en-
tire night.
With two road games left  in 
the season, the Spartans look 
to enter the WAC tournament 
on a high note.
“Coach has been telling us 
how good we are,” Johnson 
said. “We might not have seen 
it ourselves, but I feel like he 
gives us a boost of confi dence 
because they were undefeat-
ed, number one in the confer-
ence, and we beat them. We 
can beat anybody.”
by Nina Tabios
Staff Writer
Spartans women’s basketball squad defeats 
Fresno State in the season’s final home game
SJSU baseball team 
loses three games 
to UC Santa Barbara
by Julie Tran
Staff Writer
SJSU shortstop Ricky Acosta tries to make the out at second base 
against the UCSB Gauchos. Photo by Derik Irvin / Spartan Daily
“We pitch our 
fastball and 
hope they can 
get themselves 
out. We don’t 
pitch around the 
hitters.”
– Esteban Guzman, 
         SJSU senior pitcher
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Personal data in “the student 
information system is stored on 
secure database servers at an 
outsourced data center hosted 
by Unisys,” she said. “Th e serv-
ers are behind multiple fi rewalls 
and access to data requires mul-
tiple layers of authentication.”
Unisys Corporation is a data 
management corporation that 
focuses on security, among oth-
er things, according to the com-
pany’s website.
“Unisys designs, builds, and 
manages mission-critical en-
vironments for businesses and 
governments who have no room 
for error,” according to the com-
pany’s website. “Because we 
have a deep understanding of 
high-volume, transaction-inten-
sive and secure computing, we 
can partner with our clients to 
deliver operational effi  ciencies, 
reduced complexity, increased 
productivity and peace of mind.”
According to the company’s 
website, security is one of four ar-
eas of which Unisys can create the 
most impact for their customers.
Th e other three areas include 
data center transformation and 
outsourcing, end user outsourcing 
by Julie Myhre
Staff Writer
“Personal privacy is some-
thing most people would hope is 
protected, especially at school,” 
junior psychology major Kevin 
Gomez said.
Privacy is a sensitive topic to 
almost everyone and it is impor-
tant to know our information is 
safe, he said.
Personal data of staff , stu-
dents and faculty is accessible to 
university employees for busi-
ness purposes only, according to 
Jaime Sanchez, senior director 
of network services and Infor-
mation Security Offi  ce.
“Th erefore, only personnel 
required to have access to do 
their job are granted access to 
systems with personal informa-
tion,” Sanchez said.
University bursar Meg Deiss 
said the Bursar’s Offi  ce is cau-
tious with private information 
and follows the regulations of 
the Family Educational Rights 
to Privacy Act (FERPA).
“We are very careful in the 
Bursar’s Offi  ce to adhere to 
FERPA and do not give out stu-
dent information to anyone but 
the student,” Deiss said. “Unless 
they have designated an autho-
rized user and then we can only 
discuss the student’s informa-
tion with regards to fi nancial 
information, not grades and 
transcript information.”
According to the SJSU Bur-
sar’s Offi  ce and U.S. Department 
of Education websites, FERPA is 
a federal law established in 1974 
and works to protect student 
rights, administered by the Fam-
ily Policy Compliance Offi  ce.
Once a student is older than 18, 
all the rights given to a parent un-
der FERPA are transferred to the 
student, according to the website.
“Th e eligible student has 
the right to have access to his 
or her education records, the 
right to seek to have the records 
amended, the right to have con-
trol over the disclosure of per-
sonally identifi able information 
from the records and the right to 
fi le a complaint with the depart-
ment,” according to the federal 
website.
Samantha Bradley, a student 
assistant in the Bursar’s Offi  ce, 
said the offi  ce verifi es students 
over the phone by asking them 
to confi rm two classes they are 
currently registered in. 
“(We give) just details about 
their account. We don’t give out 
Social Security numbers, or card 
numbers or anything,” Bradley 
said.
He said the student’s profi les 
do show the Social Security 
number but the bursar employ-
ees do not ask for Social Security 
number over the phone.
FERPA allows schools to “dis-
close, without consent, ‘direc-
tory’ information such as a stu-
dent’s name, address, telephone 
number, date and place of birth, 
honors and awards and dates of 
att endance,” according to the 
U.S. Department of Education 
federal website on FERPA.
Gomez said he hopes his in-
formation isn’t given out freely, 
especially at school.
“In terms of ethics, when you 
give out personal information 
to a respectable establishment it 
should be kept private,” he said.
Th e psychology major said he 
doesn’t worry too much about 
his information being hacked 
at school because we live in a 
Photo Illustration by Leo Postovoit / Spartan Daily 
MORE ABOUT 
FERPA
The Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act (20 U.S.C. § 
1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) is a 
federal law that protects the 
privacy of student education 
records. 
Generally, schools must 
have written permission 
from the parent or eligible 
student in order to release 
any information from a 
student’s education record. 
However, FERPA allows schools 
to disclose those records, 
without consent, to the 
following parties or under the 
following conditions (34 CFR 
§ 99.31):
• School officials with 
“legitimate educational 
interest”
• Other schools to which a 
student is transferring
• Specified officials for audit or 
evaluation purposes
• Appropriate parties in 
connection with financial aid 
to a student
• Organizations conducting 
certain studies for or on 
behalf of the school
• Accrediting organizations
• To comply with a judicial 
order or lawfully issued 
subpoena
• Appropriate officials in 
cases of health and safety 
emergencies
• State and local authorities, 
within a juvenile justice 
system, pursuant to specific 
State law.
Schools may disclose, 
without consent, “directory” 
information such as a 
student’s name, address, 
telephone number, date 
and place of birth, honors 
and awards, and dates of 
attendance. 
However, schools must tell 
parents and eligible students 
about directory information 
and allow parents and eligible 
students a reasonable 
amount of time to request 
that the school not disclose 
their information.
The actual means of 
notification is left to the 
discretion of each school.
Source: U.S. Department 
of Education website
and support services and applica-
tion modernization and outsourc-
ing, according to the website.
No representatives from Uni-
sys Corporation responded to 
phone calls or emails.
Senior kinesiology major 
Kayleigh Carter said she works 
on campus and trusts her data is 
safe with the university.
“I think a lot of places ask 
that (personal) information so I 
trust in this day and age it’s se-
cure,” she said.
According to Sanchez, the 
private information of students, 
faculty and staff  is protected by 
fi rewalls, intrusion detection 
and prevention systems, appli-
cation security sett ings and se-
curity policies.
“If the information is hacked 
or leaked we would have to dis-
close the breach to the appropri-
ate authorities, data owners and 
those that may be impacted,” 
Sanchez said. “Th e university 
takes every measure to make 
sure the information is protect-
ed. We continue to look at ways 
to further secure the informa-
tion that is entrusted to us.”
Sanchez did not specify the 
ways in which the university looks 
to further secure information.
Undeclared sophomore Mima 
Gutosic said she would hope that 
the university would protect 
student information and doesn’t 
worry too much about the uni-
versity gett ing hacked.
“I feel like (my) birthday, 
name, address could be hacked 
but Social Security number 
seems less likely,” she said.
time where that can happen 
anywhere.
According to Deiss, only stu-
dents and authorized users can 
input and delete personal infor-
mation in the student informa-
tion system.
“Authorized personnel who 
have signed confi dentiality 
agreements and whose jobs re-
quire such access are granted 
access to date of birth and Social 
Security numbers,” she said.
Th e bursar’s offi  ce has a locked 
bin in which private information 
is placed then later shredded by 
an outside company, according to 
Bradley and Deiss.
Sanchez said all private 
documents throughout campus 
should be shredded with cross 
shredders.
Th ese documents could in-
clude private information from 
more than a half-million records 
in the university database, ac-
cording to Deiss.
“We do not remove students 
from the database when they leave 
the university or graduate, as they 
require transcripts long aft er they 
leave the university,” she said.
All people with access to 
personal information are fi nger-
printed and processed through a 
background check as part of the 
hiring process, Sanchez said.
“In addition, all employees 
are required to complete an In-
formation Security Awareness 
training course provided by the 
university,” he said.
Aft er an employee leaves the 
university their access to the 
system is terminated, Deiss said.
“… We don’t give 
out Social Security 
numbers, or 
card numbers or 
anything.” 
—  Samantha Bradley, a student 
assistant in the Bursar’s Office 
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Wanted
Announcements ACROSS 1 Mickey and 
Mighty
 5 Garnish unit
 10 A ﬂat, thick 
piece
 14 Scandinavian 
capital
 15 Desire  
desperately
 16 Became  
tattered
 17 Revenuer’s 
quarry
 19 “All ___ be-
ing equal ...”
 20 Bird related 
to the  
cassowary
 21 Boot out of 
ofﬁce
 22 Flooring 
wood
 24 “Deliverance” 
actor Beatty
 25 “Kiss my 
grits” lady of 
TV
 26 “Last 
Judgment” 
chapel
 28 Covert  
get-together
 30 Civil Rights 
org.
 32 Links statis-
tic
 33 Pod plant
 35 Snow run-
ner
 36 7-Up  
alternative
 37 Like an  
unﬂipped 
fried egg
 40 Did a  
blacksmith’s 
job
 42 Kickoff 
gadget
 43 Holiday’s 
yesterday
 44 Common 
Market 
monogram
 45 Clues
 47 Some 
swords have 
two
 51 Some arm 
muscles
 53 “To thine 
___ self ...”
 55 “The Murders 
in the ___ 
Morgue”
 56 Buoyant 
wood
 57 Baroque 
chamber 
instrument
 58 Bygone 
Turkish title
 59 “Ali ___ and 
the Forty 
Thieves”
 60 Overly 
romantic
 63 Citrus fruit 
variety
 64 Distinct  
musical 
sounds
 65 Silver State 
tourist  
destination
 66 Make a 
judgement
 67 Earliest stage
 68 “Brady 
Bunch” name
DOWN
 1 Brief period 
of time
 2 Chemical 
“twin”
 3 Overcast
 4 A billion 
years, in 
astronomy
 5 Bar mitzvah 
site (Var.)
 6 Attica or 
Leaven-
worth
 7 Angry 
monologue
 8 “Now ___ 
seen  
everything!”
 9 Disinfectant
 10 Cleaned, as 
a driveway
 11 Sweet sucker
 12 Ammo 
depot
 13 Apiary  
occupant
 18 Start to melt
 23 Adder rela-
tive
 26 “The 
Chronicles 
of Clovis” 
writer
 27 Time of 
importance
 29 Eyed tuber
 31 Balance 
sheet listing
 34 Restaurant 
order
 36 Gave a stage 
signal
 37 Friendly and 
pleasant
 38 Urgent  
cravings
39 In a balanced 
manner
 40 “On your 
mark, get 
___, go!”
 41 Non-woody 
vegetation
 45 “ ___ dead, 
Jim.”
 46 Evening  
get-together
 48 Showing 
more age, in 
a way
 49 “Desire Un-
der the Elms” 
playwright 
O’Neill
 50 Seasoned 
sailor
 52 Forty-niner’s 
stake
 54 Best’s  
opposite
 57 Airport 
shuttles
 59 Begin 
blooming
 61 About 907 
kilos
62  Physics unit
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Earn up to $1,200/month and help create families. 
Convenient Palo Alto location.  Apply online: 
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Th is past Saturday, one of 
the best mixed martial arts 
fi ghts of the year took place 
when Benson “Smooth” Hen-
derson took on Frankie “Th e 
Answer” Edgar for the Th e 
Ultimate Fighting Champion-
ship (UFC) lightweight title in 
Tokyo.
Th e fi ght was a epic mash-
up of all things mixed martial 
arts fans love, from Hender-
son’s tae kwon do and muay 
thai to Edgar’s boxing and 
wrestling.
It was a back-and-forth af-
fair that went all fi ve rounds 
and I imagine for the judges it 
was a tough one to call.
Aft er the fi ght fi nished, the 
two fi ghters went to the cen-
ter of the octagon ring and 
UFC announcer Bruce Buff er 
gave the announcement on 
the judges’ decision.
As a fan of Henderson’s, I 
was hoping for the upset.
“Ladies and gentlemen, af-
ter fi ve rounds we go to the 
judges’ score cards for a de-
cision. Th e judges score this 
contest 49-46, 49-46, and 48-47 
for the winner by unanimous 
decision…”
I held my breath in earnest.
“Annnnd NEW UFC light-
weight champion, Bensoooon 
‘Smoooth’ Hendersooon!”
I leapt up and cheered, my 
fi ghter had won and I was 
happy.
Being an MMA junkie and 
aspiring journalist, as soon as 
I got back to my dorm I went 
online to see the commentary 
on the fi ght.
Bleacher Report had some 
good articles and Yahoo Sports 
even dealt out good coverage 
and commentary.
Not to my surprise, how-
ever, two major sports sites, 
ESPN and Sports Illustrated, 
had litt le coverage.
I had to navigate past their 
front pages to get to the MMA 
sections to fi nd out more in-
formation on this epic light-
weight bout.
On ESPN’s front page was 
commentary on the NBA 
All-Star game and Sports Il-
lustrated articles on college 
basketball.
Now I can understand bas-
ketball gett ing some priority, 
it’s the more popular sport 
and hell I’m a huge Lakers fan.
But I fi nd it strange that one 
of the best fi ghts of the year 
took place on Saturday, for 
a lightweight championship 
no less, and there’s a barely a 
blip on the major sports media 
radar.
Mixed martial arts is one of 
the fastest growing sports in 
the world these days, as evi-
denced by Fox Sport’s recent 
contract deal with the UFC to 
air free fi ght cards to appeal to 
mainstream viewers, so why 
isn’t it gett ing more coverage?
Th e demographic is right 
up ESPN and Sports Illus-
trated’s alley, in the 18-to-30-
year-old range of young adult 
males, and yet major sports 
media still seems to almost 
shun mixed martial arts.
I’m not sure exactly where 
to pin this, but I think it has 
to do with a lot of the miscon-
ceptions that still range about 
the sport.
To the casual viewer see-
ing the fi ghts, it may appear 
overly violent, with fi ghters 
throwing knees to the head 
and elbows on the ground, and 
there does tend to be some 
very bloody fi ghts every now 
and then.
But this isn’t “human cock-
fi ghting,” as senator John 
McCain once infamously de-
scribed the UFC in it’s early 
days in 1996.
Th ese are well-trained and 
disciplined individuals who 
put in their life’s work into 
perfecting multiple disciplines 
of fi ghting to become the very 
best at this sport.
Mixed martial arts has been 
unfairly criticized in this way 
for being violent and when 
people make this argument I 
just have to ask, “In compari-
son to what?”
Boxing, the more tradition-
al fi ghting sport, features 10 
to 12 rounds of people gett ing 
bludgeoned in the face with 
punches.
Oft en times the boxers’ fac-
es look like tenderized meat 
aft er a fi ght and while this 
does indeed happen in MMA 
as well, fi ghts only go three 
to fi ve rounds and more of-
ten than not aren’t nearly as 
bloody at the end.
In fact, according to a Johns 
Hopkins University study of 
the dangerous head trauma 
sustained in sports, boxing 
is the most dangerous by far 
with 90 percent of all boxers 
sustaining a brain injury by 
the end of their careers.
While it’s defi nitely pos-
sible for mixed martial artists 
to sustain this kind of dam-
age, according to the study the 
most common injuries sus-
tained by mixed martial artists 
are face lacerations from the 
gloves cutt ing the face, joint 
dislocation and soft  tissue 
trauma.
Th e joint dislocation has to 
do with the various arm and 
leg submission techniques uti-
lized by jiu-jitsu and wrestling 
practitioners.
Now this may sound bad 
but if you have seen a foot-
ball game before, or any oth-
er sport for that matt er, you 
know injuries like this take 
place all the time.
You mean to tell me when 
Patrick Willis decks some run-
ning back at a 49ers game, that 
isn’t violent or dangerous as 
well?
Most of the time, fi ghters 
tap out before such injuries 
take place anyway so noth-
ing grievous usually happens 
when submissions occur.
Th e problem is people 
aren’t being educated enough 
on what this sport is about and 
it’s a shame because it really is 
great to watch.
Major sports media outlets 
need to get off  their high horse 
and embrace this amazing and 
entertaining sport.
Th e fi ghters who train 
in this aren’t gladiators or 
barbarians, they are trained 
individuals who deserve re-
spect from sports media and 
society.
So please, ESPN, Sports Il-
lustrated, give mixed martial 
arts the coverage it deserves.
If anything, it’s just good 
business to get on the band-
wagon of one of the world’s 
fastest growing sports.
This column
appears
every 
Monday
“ I find it strange 
that one of the 
best fights of the 
year took place 
on Saturday, for 
a lightweight 
championship no 
less, and there’s 
barely a blip on 
the major sports 
media radar. ”
Mixed martial arts 
deserves more coverage
NDAIL
OM | WWW.S
SPARTANDAILY.COM
NDAILY.COM | WWW.SPART
| WWW.SPARTANDAILY.COM| WW
ARTANDAILY.COM | WWW.SPARTANDA
WWW.SPARTANDAILY.COM| WWW.SP
NDAILY.COM | WWW.SPARTANDAILY.CO
W.SPARTANDAILY.COM| WWW.SPARTAN
Y COM | WWW.SPARTANDAILY.COM| W
RTANDAILY.COM| WWW.SPARTANDAILY
| WWW.SPARTANDAILY.COM| WWW.S
DAILY.COM| WWW.SPARTANDAILY.COM
WW.SPARTANDAILY.COM| WWW.SPARTA
COM| WWW.SPARTANDAILY.COM | WW
PARTANDAILY.COM| WWW.SPARTANDA
WWW.SPARTANDAILY.COM | WW
NDAILY.COM| WWW.SPART
W SPARTANDAILY.CO
Y COM| WWW
RTAN
Correction
In the Feb. 23 issue of the 
Spartan Daily, a copy edi-
tor’s name was incorrectly 
mispelled in the byline of 
the story titled “Nuclear 
power: An alternative look 
at U.S. energy policies.” Th e 
name should have been 
spelled Chris Marian.
Th e Spartan Daily regrets 
the error.
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Morris Dailey Auditorium 
played host to a discussion 
and award ceremony Saturday 
night with MSNBC personality 
Rachel Maddow.
In her discussion with 
KGO radio host Pat Th urston, 
Maddow spoke about her career 
in talk radio, becoming the host 
of her own show, as well as polit-
ical issues including the Occupy 
movements, gay marriage and 
the 2012 election.
Th e evening was later high-
lighted by Maddow being award-
ed the John Steinbeck award, 
which was presented by the 
author’s son, Th omas Steinbeck.
Th urston and Maddow began 
their discussion with Maddow’s 
childhood in the Castro Valley, 
where Th urston explained that 
even as a high school graduate, 
Maddow was ruffl  ing feathers 
with her progressive ideas.
According to Th urston, the 
speech Maddow previewed to 
her high school administrators 
was completely diff erent from 
what she ended up delivering in 
her commencement speech.
“Mostly, the thing that was 
upsett ing was the unknown, that 
I could actually do anything at 
that point,” Maddow told Th ur-
ston and the audience. “Castro 
Valley was a conservative com-
munity in transition that was 
very, very freaked out by the idea 
of sex education … and I decided 
to needle them a litt le bit.”
In her commencement ad-
dress, which is now available on 
YouTube, Maddow told her high 
school class of 1990 that despite 
being “in one of the most politi-
cally and culturally diverse re-
gions in this nation and yet our 
parents and our leaders cannot 
even say the word ‘condom.’”
Th urston transitioned from 
Maddow’s life in Castro Valley 
to her choice of becoming a radio 
talk show host, despite her pres-
tigious degrees from both Stan-
ford and Oxford.
Maddow, who received a 
bachelor’s degree from Stanford 
and later a doctorate in political 
science from Oxford on a Rhodes 
Scholarship, said those at her 
fi rst job didn’t know why she 
wanted to be in radio.
“(My education) was not 
actually helpful in gett ing my 
job, it made them think I was 
crazy,” Maddow joked.
“‘Well then what are you do-
ing here? Why aren’t you out 
being a professor?’ I said, because 
I really want to do talk radio.”
According to Maddow, who 
was an AIDS activist in her early 
life and wrote her dissertation on 
AIDS in prison, she never had 
any intention of starting a career 
in media.
“I started doing radio just as 
an odd job … my friends I was 
living with dared me to do it,” 
Maddow said.
On Th urston’s question of 
what has made Maddow success-
ful as a radio and TV personal-
ity, Maddow explained it comes 
down to her detail in explain-
ing issues, rather than being 
the liberal activist many of her 
critics paint her as.
“It could be political causes, 
you can be a crusader … talking 
about stuff , explaining the world, 
that’s exposition and that to me 
is really hard and really fun and 
really satisfying when you get 
anywhere close to good at it,” 
Maddow said.
On the discussion of those 
who hate Maddow, she said it 
comes from not wanting to hear 
what’s wrong.
“I sometimes think that hate 
and that reactionary position 
comes from a love of country, 
you don’t want to be told that 
there is anything wrong and I 
have some respect for where that 
comes from,” Maddow said.
When asked about her 
thoughts on Fox news, Maddow 
was very blunt about her de-
scription.
“I think Fox is a political proj-
ect to advance Republican Party 
and conservative aims in the 
country by using television as a 
medium,” Maddow said.
In her comparison to her 
own network, MSNBC, Maddow 
said, “MSNBC is a lot of diff erent 
things but we are not a political 
project … they certainly aren’t 
giving us any talking points.”
Th urston also talked with 
Maddow about her fi rst book, 
titled “Drift .”
Maddow explained her book 
is about how, despite being at 
war for the past 10 years, much 
of the war has been unnoticed by 
everyday Americans.
“We became a country that 
sent one percent of people to 
fi ght two of the longest simulta-
neous land wars in U.S. history 
and didn’t notice when one of 
the wars ended,” Maddow said.
Th urston and Maddow also 
discussed the 2012 election as 
well as the eff ect of the Supreme 
Court’s Citizen United decision, 
which has allowed for unlimited 
donations from individuals and 
corporations to Super PACs.
On Th urston’s suggestion 
that Obama is undoubtedly go-
ing to be re-elected, Maddow 
explained that she always has 
a cloud of doubt over her head 
regarding election outcomes.
Maddow said it is oft en 
those who are uninterested 
in voting that are the decid-
ing vote and Citizens United 
has allowed big-money dona-
tors like billionaire Sheldon 
Adelson to sway the race in 
their favor.
Th e evening was closed by 
the presentation of the John 
Steinbeck Award to Maddow 
by Th omas Steinbeck who 
said his father’s job was “to 
reconnect humans with their 
own humanity,” and every 
recipient of the award has 
followed that brand.
On receiving the award, 
Maddow told the audience she 
was humbled by the honor to 
be associated with the legacy of 
John Steinbeck.
“I think Steinbeck was larg-
er than life, but he taught us 
to look very acutely and indi-
vidually at human beings as 
individuals,” Maddow said. “I 
always thought that was a way 
to live and way to look at how 
to explain the world.”
Aft er the show was over, a 
group of about 25 fans waited 
outside Morris Dailey Audi-
torium to greet Maddow, who 
signed programs and posed 
with admirers for photos.
Rachel Maddow, host of “The Rachel Maddow Show” on MSNBC, received the John Steinbeck Award on 
Saturday night in the Morris Dailey Auditorium at SJSU. Photo by Derik Irvin / Spartan Daily
by Jeffrey Cianci
A&E editor
On Th ursday, Camera 3 
Cinema featured a special 
screening of “Dog Sweat,” a 
movie that highlights the lives 
of young people in Iran.
When the movie was 
over there was a chance 
for questions and answers 
between the audience and the 
director, Hossein Keshavarz.
Keshavarz shared his insight 
and reasoning behind the fi lming 
of this movie.
“We wanted to give a new im-
age of Iran, we wanted to push 
the line a litt le bit and try to 
focus on a human story,” he said. 
“It’s about people trying to fi nd a 
connection.”
Keshavarz said current 
images of Iran are very politi-
cal and there is nothing really 
about young people living how 
they want to, which was his in-
spiration for the fi lm.
“Dog Sweat” is a feature fi lm 
that focuses on the lives of fi ve 
young people who share the 
ultimate goal of living freely.
While their stories are all 
diff erent, the movie is directed 
in a similar style to the movie 
“Crash” in which all of their 
lives intersect, showing their 
commonalities.
Th e title “Dog Sweat” had 
more than just a literal mean-
ing, Keshavarz said.
“Dog sweat is kind of dis-
gusting,” he said, adding 
that the term is used in the 
movie as slang for alcohol that 
is illegal.
“I didn’t want them to con-
nect by element, I wanted 
them to connect by theme,” 
Keshavarz said. “Dog sweat is 
illegal and in the fi lm every-
one is looking for something 
illegal because they just want 
to live their lives how they 
want.”
Th e Middle East studies 
department at SJSU, the 
Mosaic Cross Cultural Cen-
ter and the humanities 
department all played roles in 
putt ing on this event.
“I thought it was really im-
portant to show a fi lm about 
young people, especially at a 
university,” said Persis Karim, 
an associate professor at SJSU 
in the English department.
Karim is also the di-
rector of Iranian studies 
on campus.
She said she contacted the 
director of the fi lm aft er she 
heard him speak about it in 
an interview on National Pub-
lic Radio months ago.
“I think it’s important that 
young people here know that 
young people in places in 
Iran aspire for the same kinds 
of things they do: freedom, 
opportunities to grow and 
express themselves,” Karim 
said.
Students from SJSU were in 
att endance for the screening of 
this feature fi lm.
Michael Tran, a junior 
business management major, and 
Mak Akhtar, a senior psychology 
major, said they came with some 
of their peer mentor friends.
“For an independent fi lm, I 
thought it was really well done,” 
Tran said.
He said he didn’t know the 
director would be in att endance 
and that made the event more 
special for him.
Akhtar said she found the 
fi lm insightful, even though it 
wasn’t as political as she thought 
it would be.
“It makes you feel like, ‘wow, 
these issues aff ect other people 
in the world,’” she said.
Th e fi lm uses issues such 
as sexuality, gender roles, 
grievances with the government 
and death to create the theme of 
growing into your own person 
and fi nding your own defi nition 
of freedom.
Schehrbano Khan is a student 
assistant for Professor Karim and 
helped her to create the publicity 
for this event.
“It’s very important to bring 
diverse voices to San Jose State 
so that many people can benefi t 
from it,” she said.
“Dog Sweat” has won awards 
at three fi lm festivals, including a 
nomination at the Spirit Awards, 
which honors independent fi lms 
and fi lmmakers.
by Alyxandra Goodwin
Staff Writer
2012 ACADEMY AWARD WINNERS
 Best actor — Jean Dujardin, 'The Artist'
 Best actress — Meryl Streep, 'The Iron Lady'
 Supporting actor — Christopher Plummer, 'Beginners'
 Supporting actress — Octavia Spencer, 'The Help'
 Best picture — 'The Artist'
 
 Best director — Michel Hazanavicius, 'The Artist'
Dave Mustaine, lead singer of Megadeth, plays a guitar solo during his band’s set at the Event Center 
last week. Megadeth co-headlined Gigantour with Motörhead. Photo by Leo Postovoit / Spartan Daily
 Gigantor coverage online“Dog Sweat” follows youth of Iran
Maddow accepts Steinbeck award, 
discusses political work in media
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OPEN HOUSE, SATURDAY, MARCH 10 AT 10 A.M.
Receive detailed information about our many programs and 
ﬁnd the answers to all your education questions in one place.
At the open house, you can: 
• Speak with faculty and admissions staff
• Tour our San Jose campus 
• Learn about available ﬁnancial aid options and scholarships
SAN JOSE CAMPUS 
3031 Tisch Way
100 Plaza East
San Jose, CA 95128 
RSVP TODAY
www.nu.edu/openhouses 
800.NAT.UNIV
N A T I O N A L  U N I V E R S I T Y®
A Nonproﬁt University Accredited by WASC 
An Afﬁliate of The National University System
THE UNIVERSITY OF VALUES
Application fee will be waived for attendees.
